Chest wall necrosis and death secondary to hydrochloric acid infusion for metabolic alkalosis.
Central line complications are common, and extravasation injuries related to infusion of caustic substances have been previously described. Although hydrochloric acid has been used for many years to treat metabolic alkalosis, there have been no reported fatal complications. We report the case of a 53-year-old female who received a fatal chemical burn due to extravasation from a subclavian central venous catheter of hydrochloric acid infused to correct severe metabolic alkalosis. This case illustrates the hazards of the infusion of caustic substances through central lines and underscores the importance of constant vigilance regarding line positioning and changes to the surrounding tissues when infusing these substances.